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CoMMUNICATIONS. | in the essay. But there are others, which, in 


LIGATION OF THE FUNIS. 
By A. F. A. Kine, M. D., 
Of Washington, D. C. 
Reply to Dr. Horace Smoot, of Madison Court 
House, Va. 

In the numbers of this journal for January 
lith and 22d, 1870, Dr. Smoot reviews my 
essay of June 1867, and declares his reasons 
for dissenting from the views I have therein 
expressed. His very able article will no 
doubt have its influence in deterring what the 
publication of my brochure was intended to 
promote, viz.: the testing of the mooted 
question by experiment. I am therefore con- 
strained to offer a few remarks in reply. 

I may first venture the inquiry whether the 
remarks of Dr. Smoot are not a little lacking 
in the quality of consistency? He begins (page 
47) by noticing that I have admitted the liga- 
ture to be necessary in some cases, and “‘marks 
my language”’ to that effect, as if resolved on 
bolding me to the admission—unwilling that 
I should escape it; yet, later in his article, I 
am represented as “shooting beyond the 
mark,” and as holding the opinion that the 
ligature ‘* should never be used.”” The Doctor 
decries theory, while his remarks are quite 
teplete with speculative suppositions ; he will 
be satisfied with nothing but experience— 
“the stubborn facts’”—and yet presents not a 
single experiment in which the ligature was 
omitted. He is unwilling to reason by com- 
parison with the lower animals, yet actually 
des so,in referring to the ass,as he remarks, 
“to show that foreign aid is in perfect harmony 
with the requirements of nature,” etc. Fur- 
thermore, some of the objections urged by Dr. 
Smoot against my views, have been antici- 
pated, and, I think, resporded to satisfactorily 





so far as I have been able to reduce them to 
tangible propositions, are as follows: 

Dr. 8. announces the remarkable opinion 
that argument by analogy is not a legitimate 
mode of reasoning, or that it is “ not legiti- 
mate to run the analogy between woman and 
the inferior animals.” But in this he surely 
stands alone, and at variance with the scien- 
tific world at large. Menand women, the Dr. 
would remark, are endowed with reason, 
which we know animals are not, hence the 
analogy between the two is destroyed. Very 
good. But is the ligature to be applied simply 
because it is the invention of man’s reason- 
ing? Is human reason infallible ? The treat- 
ment of acute inflammations by venesection ; 
of fevers with hot drinks; and the amelior- 
ation of variola by inoculation, were all the 
result of reason, but this was no cause why we 
should not adopt the improved methods, re- 
spectively in each, of nutrients, cold drinks, 
and vaccination. So in our case, while man’s 
reasoning has led to the indiscriminate appli- 
cation of a ligature to the funis of every new- 
born child,the same thinking faculty may lead 
us to the improved practice of using the string 
only in the small minority of cases in which 
it is necessary. 

But the Doctor further arraigus the method 
arguing by analogy, with the remark that, 
‘man is neither pig nor puppy”’ ; and, again, 
“because arsenic will not kill a dog, let us 
not suppose that it will not kill a human be- 
ing. Because the hog wallows in the mire, 
let us not think that that is the natural state 
of man.” Butno one surely has attempted 
to carry the comparison to such a ridiculous 
extreme. As well might he have said, be- 
cause fish swim in the sea, and birds fly in the 
air, let us not think woman capable of doing 
the same. In these instances, however, wa 
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find the analogy destroyed by the differences 
of structure and function, particularly as re- 
gards the organs of locomotion and respir- 
ation. If there was an equal difference, or, 
indeed, any, between the structure and func- 
tion of the funis in man, and that of other 
animals, they would then be no longer ana- 
logous. The Doctor, however, only theorizes 
in regard to any such dissimilarity; he does 
not tell us wherein the difference consists— 
does not prove, or attempt to prove the ex- 
istence of any such difference by facts. 

Dr. Smoot further approves the scissors and 
ligature, because the hand of man is naturally 
adapted to the use of instruments, while no 
other animal possesses such a member. With 
as much propriety might he have advocated 
the doctrine that instrumental labor should 
supercede natural delivery. But both forceps 
and ligature are alike, “in the great majority 
of cases, unnecessary.” 

Dr. Smoot then admits, as he says, for the 
sake of argument, that reasoning by analogy 
is legitimate, and refers to the case, observed 
by Dr. Hunter, of parturition in a bitch. By 
it, he tries to prove, there is danger of hemor- 
rhage from the cord; and a necessity for some 
remedy to arrestit. (See page 49 of REPORTER, 
Jan. 15th, 1870.) He does not remind the read- 
er, however, that Dr. Hunter cut the funis “as 
soon as (i. e. immediately) the little creature 
was come into the world.”” Had he waited 
longer; or let the cord break; or, divided it 
with a less sharp instrument, it is likely no 
bleeding would have occurred. At any rate 
none occurs in the human subject under such 
circumstances, in the great majority of cases, 
as has been amply proven by experimenits— 
not only by those recently performed but by 
others made years ago by Fanton, Schulze, 
Carboue, Girard, Sédillot, Canthard and Han- 
cock. 

Neither can I clearly see how Dr. Hunter's 
observation at all proves that animals divide 
the cord with their teeth or lacerate it, as if 
designedly, by instinct, to arrest hemorrhage. 
I have known the life of a cow to be destroy- 
ed during parturition by a hog tearing the 
secundines from the vagina to make a meal of 
them. If it could have reached the funis of 
the calf it would doubtles have made a dainty 
morsel of that also. I have seen a dog 
chew off and swallow apiece of the navel 
string of a new-born living lamb, and also 
feast on the secundines from the ewe. Yet 
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these proceedings did not strike me as being 
adapted for any other purpose, by Nature, 
than the gratification of appetite. And, judg. 
ing from “the eagerness with which she 
lapped up the water’ and “devoured” the 
secundines, I am disposed to adopt the same 
explanation in the case of Dr. Hunter’s hun. 
gry hound. At any rate until a plurality, at 
least, of labor cases in the canine species haye 
been witnessed, I can see no good ground 
why this single observation should be held up 
before the obstetrical world as a sufficient 
guarantee for the application of a ligature to 
the funis of a new-born child. It has beens 
matter of surprise to me that Prof. Bedford 
in referring to this matter, summarily dismisses 
the whole question, by a simple mention of 
Dr. Hunter’s observation, as if this alone were 
sufficient to clench the argument in support 
of ligation and place it beyond dispute. In 
fact, however, other observations are neces- 
sary, before Dr. Hunter’s one case can be al- 
lowed to prove anything. 

Dr. Smoot mentions the antiquity of the 
practice of ligation as a reason for its continv- 
ance. He says if it did any harm, physicians 
would have discovered it after so long an ex- 
perience. I reply, the second ligature—that 
placed on the placental end of the cord—has 
been employed as long as the first, yet it is 
now abandoned by many of our highest obstet- 
rical authorities as useless; and rejected by 
others as being actually injurious. (See Bed- 
ford and others). Dr. Smoor remarks “ that 
nothing has occurred from the innumerable 
cases of tying the funis that has led the prac 
titioner of midwifery to consider it bad prac- 
tice.’ But how can we know whether itis 
bad or good, until ligation and non-ligation 
are compared, side by side, in an equal num 
Ler of cases, as in the experiments cited fur- 
| ther on. 

Dr. 8. asks what I would advise to be done in 
those cases where the ligature is not unneces- 
sary? Would I allow a child to bleed to 
death’s door when it can be prevented in 80 
simple a manner as tying a string round the 
cord, etc.? Now, ithas been pointed out ip 
my former paper that varix of the cord, ossif- 
cation of the arteries, etc., may, in rare iD 
stances, absolutely require ligation. In these, 
of course, the ligature should be applied a 
once. Then the doctor answers, if hemor 
rhage occurs once in a thousand cases let the. 





cord be ligated in all, as a preventative. But 
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such a method must at least be considered 
lazy and unscientific. Far better would it be, 
in my estimation, to investigate the case tho- 
roughly; diagnose any existing abnormal con- 
dition; and for this apply the remedy, whether 
ligature or any other means. 


Reference is then had (pp. 63-4 REP.) by Dr. 
§uooT, to the opinion, expressed in my essay, 
that it is at least unreasonable, after admitting 
that the reproductive system of woman is ca- 
pable of bringing forth her child, in nearly all 
cases, by the unaided provisions of nature, to 
affirm that the birth of no infant is safely com- 
pleted without a strand ef thread upon the 
umbilical cord. I still adhere to this. But 
the Doctor would have us regard the ligature 
itself, in the physician’s hand, as a provision 
of nature. Yet itis not. It is a provision of 
art. The accomplished accoucheur is an edu- 
cated artist. 


That the human female, in civilized life, re- 
quires attentions which savages and animals 
donot; and that abnormal modifications of 
her economy,—the result of unnatural habits, 
follies and fashions—expose her to accidents 
during labor for which assistance should al- 
ways be provided every one must admit. But 
this is no sufficient reason, for the application 
of a ligature to EVERY child. 


To show that hemorrhage from the cord 
frequently occurs, Dr. Smoot refers to the 
elaborate papers of Mr. Ray, Dr. MANLEY 
and Dusois. He seems to infer that these 
authors would not have written on the subject 
unless the accident happened sufficiently often 
to merit their attention. To the authors cited 
he might have added the more recent essays 
of J. Foster Jenkins, Bowditch, and Peel 
Ritchie. But if Dr. S. will re-examine these 
papers he will see that none of them treat of 
hemorrhage from the funis but “ umbilical 
hemorrhage’’—hemorrhage from the umbilicus, 
occurring days and weeks after the dropping 
off of the funis from the abdomen, the cause 
of which, though yet unsettled, I have sug- 
gested may be late obliteration of the vessels 
Within the abdomen, owing to the distention 
of them occasioned by ligating the funis. 

As to inflammation, ulceration, etc., of the 
navel occurring as the resuit of ligation, Dr. 
Smoot disposes of this point by denying the 
frequent occurrence of such conditions. And 
Iam quite willing, with him, that every one 
who reads these pages may decide this ques- 
tion by his own experience. It may here be 
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remarked, however, that many accouchers 
never take pains to examine the umbilicus 
after dressing the child, but leave its manage- 
ment entirely to the nurse. I have been re- 
quested quite often to prescribe paregoric, or 
allow “ soothing syrup,” for a supposed colic, 
when on examination the child was really cry- 
ing from a sore navel. 

The Doctor does not believe true jaundice 
to be frequent in young children. He cannot 
see “ how Dr. K. is able to ascertain whether 
it is ever certainly produced by ligation of the 
cord.” To this I may reply by referring the 
reader to the “‘ Cincinnati Lancet and Observer’’ 
for January, 1869, and the“ Half- Yearly Com- 
pendium Medical Science, July, 1869,” where 
will be found the experiments of Dr. M. B. 
KELLAR, performed at the Cincinnati Hos- 
pital. It will be seen that of thirty consecu- 
tive cases, the cords of half were ligated, and 
the remaining 15 left without ligation. Dr. 
KELLAR states that of those to which the liga- 
tion was applied, four had diarrheea, but no 
jaundice. In eleven cases the liver was en- 
larged, and seven had profound jaundice with 
clay-colored stools. In four cases the skin pre- 
sented a slight icteroid hue, while in the re- 
maining four it was clear. “ As for colic,” 
Dr. KELLAR remarks “this seemed to be‘a 
complaint shared in common by all (7. ¢. all the 
ligated ones), and these were more trouble- 
some, requiring more attention, in a word 
they were not as good babies as those in which 
the umbilical cord was not tied.” Among 
those in which the ligature was omitted, not 
one case of jaundice occurred. I have myself 
not seen jaundice in any case where the liga- 
ture or umbilical bandage were omitted. My 
views on this point have undergone some 
modification (as was anticipated) since 1867. 
The effect of the umbilical dressings in produc- 
ing jaundice, and even hemorrhage, may be 
not insignificant. Binding the belly and breast 
of the child in a straight waistcoat of pins and 
bandages, impedes the action of the abdominal 
walls and diaphragm, thus curbing the respira- 
tion and retarding the portal circulation; for 
this last is almost entirely dependent for its 
activity, upon the mechanical movements of 
the diaphragmatic and abdominal muscles. 
Muscular respiration and circulation through 
the cord, are vicarious functions retard the 
former and the latter tends thereby to be re- 
stored, henee hemorrhage. 

With regard to the production of umbilical 
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phlebitis and erysipelas by tying the cord. Dr. 
Smoot is unwilling to give his assent to sucha 
proposition, because it “ is not supported by the 
authorities’’—because they say nothing about 
it one way or the other. The suggestion how- 
ever, (for the words of my essay are no more), 
that the ligature may produce these diseases, 
either directly or indirectly, is one that I still 
eonsider not unseasonable. 

That the ligature has been a direct cause of 
death in many instances, Dr. 8. is willing to 
admit, owing, as he justly remarks, to its im- 
proper application. On this point we agree. 
But all the deaths thus caused are chargeable 
to the custom of ligation; and so long as stu- 
dents of medicine are taught in the colleges 
to regard the ligature as a simple and harm- 
less instrument that may be applied anyhow; 
so long as practicing physicians will not wait 
for the proper time in which to ligate; and 
while the praetice is so universally sanctioned 
that every old woman who has seen a baby 
born, thinks herself, and is admitted to be 
fully capable of applying the string; just so 
long will the improper application of the liga- 
ture, and its consequent mortality continue. 
Dr. Smoot observes that the accoucheur must 
be governed by the same directions in using 
the ligature as he is in the use of ergot or 
ehloroform. To this we fully assent, and can 
only in addition, express the hope that a refor- 
mation from the common practice of applying 
the ligature in-discreetly, is already in pro- 
gress. 

Considering the unscrupulous manner in 
which ligation has now been practiced for 
eenturies, who shall say whether it has not 
killed more than it has saved? 

Finally let me express the wish that Dr. 
Smoot and others, who have taken a lively 
interest in this matter, will submit it to the 
test of observation and experiment. It is my 
intention to reconsider the whole subject, in 
all its bearings, in a second edition of my fer- 
mer essay, when I hope to be able to present 
a sufficient number of experiments from which 
some practical conclusions may be deduced. 

Besides the experiments already cited, (Dr. 
Kellar’s), I am gratified to see that Dr. J. K. 
Reid, of Pennsylvania, has adopted my method 
in overa hundredcases. Dr. A. Stokes Jones, 
of the same State has also practiced it boldly ; 
and the same has been done by Drs. Hiram 
Corson and W. Corson, of Pennsylvania, Dr. 
J. F. Hibberd, of Indiana, and others. These 
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gentlemen are not yet ready to report, but 
will continue to practice and make obserya. 
tions. (See Transactions Medical Society State 
of Pennsylvania, June, 1869: Western’ Journal 
of Medicine, August, 1868, ete-) 


——e 


OCCLUSION OF THE VAGINA. 
By J. A. Quimsy, M. D., 
Of Jersey City, N. J. 

I was consulted June 15th, 1868, by Mrs. 
S———-, in 1 eference to some “ obstruction of 
the womb.”’ She gave the following history: 
Et 48; married at 30; well developed; never 
menstruated normally or vicariously; had al- 
ways enjoyed fair health, except at certain 
periods in each month, when she would suffer 
all the symptoms of menstruation, which 
would last four or five days, causing, a great 
deal of disturbance, then disappear, leay- 
ing her quite ill, fer three or four days more; 
after which she enjoyed fair health until ‘the 
next period when the same symptoms would 
recur. She suffered thus from year to year, 
for a period of thirty-one years (from 16 to 
47) when the periodical pain and suffering 
gradually ceased, and she improved in health 
and flesh, and was still improving at the time 
she consulted me, (being then forty-eight 
years of age). Her health had never been 
better than at this time. As her object in 
consulting me was rather uncommon, and her 
case unique, I will be excused, I hope, for 
going a little into detail. As I said before 
he married at thirty, and although she had 
never menstruated, yet she had consulted 
many physicians, and had taken great quanti- 
ties of emmenagogues, (as of course the sequel 
will show) without the least effect. She was 
told by a very eminent practitioner that mat- 
rimony would cure her. “That it was the 
only balm in Gilead.” As a consequence of 
this advice she bestirred herself to matrimony. 
'She lived very pleasantly and happily with 
| her husband for a period of eighteen years, 
| with the exception that at times he would 
! express a wish that she was more of a woman 
'than she was, as he was not always sat 
| isfied with coition, yet be would add that he 
| knew she could not help it. Matters pro 
_gressed thus quite smoothly under the exist 
ing circumstances, until about a year age 
when he became more and more dissatisfied, 
and finally left her altogether. After being 
gone a few weeks, she received a letter from 
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him, stating his reasons for leaving her in | who, after a careful examination, thought the 
this mysterious manner. “That it was be- | operation difficult and dubious, yet perhaps 
cause there was an obstruction of the womb, | worth a trial, as it would restore her husband 
and that if she could have it removed and be , to her again, which was a great incentive to 
made as other women he would return to her.’’ | the operation. So with Dr. Peaslee’s concur- 
She accordingly consulted me to see if the | rence and assistance I operated, June 26, 1868, 
obstruction could be removed. She readily | in presence of Prof. Wm. A. Darling and Dr. 
assented to a vaginal examination on being | Wm. Post, of New York, and Dr. M. A. Miller, 
told that it would be necessary. On exami- of Jersey City. The patient was placed upon 
nation I found complete obstruction and en- | the table and etherized. The legs were flexed 
tire absence of the vaginal canal, it being | on the thighs, and the thighs on the pelvis. 
substituted by a small cul de sac, which ex-| A catheter was introduced into the bladder, 
tended inward about an inch anda half; on} and was held by an assistant upward and 
moderate pressure the distance could be ex- | backward, so-as to elevate it as much as pos- 


tended to two inches, and on very severe and 
painfnl pressure, the distance could be extend- 
ed to two and one half inches, and this was 
allthe vagina the poor woman (or perhaps 
we should rather say the poor husband) had. 
She consulted a great number of physicians 
without any relief or satisfaction, and her 
husband, after eighteen years of patient 
toil and fatigue, in trying to break through 
the obstruction, was compelled to give it up 
in disgust and despair. After two or three 
eareful examinations I told her I thought I 
could remove the obstruction by an operation, 
and restore her to her husband, with as good 
a“ womb” (vagina) as any woman had or any 
man wanted for all practical purposes- My 
declaration filled her heart with joy, and she 
burst into tears at the thought of having her 
husband restored to her fireside and home 
again. After giving her my opinion I 
thought best to receive further counsel 
before operating, accordingly I consulted 
Professor A. C. Post, of New York, who 
gave a decided opinion against the oper- 
ation. His reasons were, Ist. She had ar- 
rived at that age (48) when she would not 
‘suffer from menstrual accumulation. 2d. Her 
health was now good, and the operation was 
ahazardous one, owing to the liability of go- 
ing into the rectum, or bladder, and coming in 
contact with some blood-vessels, producing 
hemorrhage, which might lead to a fatal result: 
dd. And should the operation prove fatal, he 
Would not feet himself justified inasmuch as 
it was not performed for the preservation of 
life, or the improvement of health, but merely 
for the gratification of a second person (her 
husband). Not being altogether satisfied with 
this decision, and not being willing to oper- | 
ate without some authoritative support, I fur- 
ther consulted Dr. Peaslee, of New York, 





sible. An oval glass speculum was introduced 
into the vagina or cul de sac, or little pouch 
(as it did not deserve the name of vagina), 
and then, with the index finger of my right 
hand introduced into the rectum, and a trocar 
in my left, I made several attempts to go 
through the obstruction, but failed on account 
of the close adhesion of the membrane on the 
opposite side. This membrane was remark- 
ably thick, dense, and sort of gristly, caused, 
no doubt, by the ineffectual attempts that the 
husband had made for the last 18 years in try- 
ing to go through it. After failing to go 
through the obstruction with tne trocar, I took 
asmall tenetome with a half inch cutting edge, 
and made a small V shaped incision through 
the membrane. Then I introduced a small 
Nélaton probe into the incision, which made 
its way upward and inward about six inches 
from the vulva in the direction of where a 
vagina should be continued. Finding, after 
due examination, that I had neither pene 
trated the rectum nor bladder, I soon formed a 
very good vagina by separating the tissues 
with my fingers, and enlarging the original 
opening in the cul de sac, or membrane. There 
was very little local trouble following the 
operation. In order to keep the parts separ- 
ate, I formed a plug about four inches in cir- 
cumference, and eight inches in length, com- 
posed of oiled silk, and stuffid. with hair, 
having a stick running through the centre to 
preserve its shape and dimensions. Tuis was 
removed, cleansed, oiled, and reintroduced 
daily for a period of two weeks, at the end of 
which time the canal or opening, which I had 
made, was lined by an adventitious growth, 
forming an imperfect mucous membrane, which 
formed a barrier against adhesion again. She 
returned in about three weeks after the oper- 
ation to her home perfectly delighted and full 
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of joy at the thought of being able to satisfy 
her husband, and who, in return, is perfectly 
eatisfied with his new-made wife, as he calls 
her, only regretting very much that the opera- 
tion had not been performed years ago. 


ACEPHALIC BABE. 
By A. W. Lueck, M. D. 
Of Maysville, Wisconsin. 


On the wild and stormy morning of January 
8th 1870 we were called to Mrs. K., 24 miles 
from town. On arriving there, we found her 
in her second confinement. Labor had be- 
gun 15 hours ago, and for 10 hours, since the 
“‘water’’ had passed away, the pain had been 
quite strong. We found an old woman with 
our patient, who kept saying; “All is right, 
make the most of your pains !”’ 

On examination we found the presenting 
part to be the left hip, the feet resting in the 
right iliac fossa. After the feet were brought 
down, the cliild passed into the world without 
much trouble. It presented the following 
peculiarities : 

Lower extremities were well formed. The 
abdomen was large, resembling the belly of a 
domestic animal; it was still more deformed 
by an umbilical hernia. The upper extremi- 
ties were natural with the exception, that 
each hand possessed six fingers, there being 
two litile-fingers on each hand. The ears 
and nose were rather larger than natural, 
especial the laiter, which was flattened at its 
base, so that it bore some resemblance to that 
ofanegro. The eyes were closed, like those 
of newly-born pups. The whole cranial 
vault was wanting ; there were however rem- 
nants of each ot the cranial bones, which lay 
flat on the base of the scull, from the midst of 
which rose a bloody tumor of the size of a 
small hen’s egg, which representend the 
brain. 

The babe was a female child. It was dead 
when born, but the mother asserted, that she 
felt life a few hours before our arrival. Upon 
questioning her, she said, that she was very 
nervous and easily frightened, but that she 
could not recollect having been startled at 
any particular object, to which she could 
ascribe the,deformity of her child. 





> 


——The trustees of Georze Pei! o iy’s estate have 
purchased a location in Blacifria’s road, London, 
as a site for a memorial hcspital. 
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MeEDIcAL SOCIETIES. 


NEWPORT AND COVINGTON, KY., MEDL 
CAL SOCIETY. 


REPORTED BY DR. HADLOCK. 
Keported for the MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPortsr. 
Veratrum Viride. 

This, like all new remedies, has its friends and 
foes. Its friends have claimed for it almost every. 
thing that is possible to be accomplished with medi- 
cine; while its adversaries have taken just the con- 
trary position, not admitting that it is capable of 
doing any good whatever, and now after having been 
tested by the profession for a number of years, it 
has to a certain extent become settled and accepted 
as a remedy of some worth. 

Veratrum Viride, is, undoubtedly a medicine of 
great power, and when exhibited in overdoses is ¢a- 
pable of destroying life, as it has been found to de- 
stroy the life of a dog in 100 drop doses. (For 
many interesting experiments as to the toxical 
effécts of veratrum, see Cincinnati Lancet and 0b- 
server for June 1858.) 

According to my observation the primary effect of 
veratrum is on the heart, as is evident from the 
controlling influence exercised over the pulse. In ' 
larger doses, it produces nausea and vomiting, 
when other symptoms make their appearance, the 
system being completely relaxed, with free perspira- 
tion and a pale, cool surface. 

This I believe is its general action, but in some 
instances other symptoms are recognized of a mort 
alarming character. The surface becomes deathly 
pale and very cool with occasional syncope, whichis 
generally brought on from rising suddenly from the 
recumbent position. The symptoms of globus hy+ 
tericus are sometimes present, but very rarely, being 
observed only in nervous females. I have not seen 
any evidence of its primary action on the nervous 
centres as evinced by drowsiness, stupor, coma, or 
delirium, nor any effects on the kidneys or bowels: 
Opium and its salts act very happily as an antidote; 
relieving very readily any of the above symptoms, 
if they should become alarming. 

By some it is classed with the nervous sedatives, 
digitalis, aconite, etc., and by others among the arte- 
rial sedatives—with the antimonial preparations. 
I confess I have not been able to make the nice dis- 
tinction that is made between the two classes, unless 
the difference is made between the primary and sec- 
ondary action of the medicines. While digitalis and 
aconite are said to act on the nervous system, they 
act first as certainly on the muscular system, which 
is evinced by the reduction of the pulse. Thesame 
may be said of antimonials, only vice versai— 
though perhaps its action on the nervous system is 
not as general or well marked as those classed 
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wrrous sedatives are on the muscular system. It 
very difficult in fact to conjecture how any medi- 
cine can act on the heart and control the circulation, 
yithout at the same time having more or less influ- 
ence on the nervous system, or in other words, how 
cm you impress one without affecting the other. 
We conclude that it cannot be done, consequently, 
ye regard veratrum as having its perceptible prima- 
gaction on the heart, and its secondary effect on 
the general nervous system. 

In all cases where there is determination of blood, 
congestions, local and general—veratrum is indi- 
cated and is one of our best agents. Wheneverthe 
equilibrium of the circulation, from whatever cause, 
is disturbed, we have found no remedy that so 
radily restores harmony to, and relieves the op- 
messed organs, as veratrum. With this remedy 
the heart’s action can be kept under perfect con- 
trol, allowing it almost any number of beats consis- 
at with life, and this may be continued for 
days without that prostration supervening which 
so many seem to fear. On the contrary, when 
its administration does not give rise to nausea 
ad vomiting, the patient improves in strength 
under its use, from day to day, until convalescence 
is established. 

In many cases I give nothing but this remedy, 
iter the interruption of the fever, and also in acute 
inflammatory attacks, depending upon the veratrum 
tohold the diseased action in abeyance while the 
tonic powers of the system restore health to the pa- 
tient. 

In all febrile affections this remedy is used to very 
great advantage. Especially is it valuable in vari- 
ous forms of fevers, which it is difficult to arrange 
under any special head, owing to their obscure 
cause, such as fevers which occur iu children from 
derangements of the liver, stomach, bowels, etc., 
te, 

I usually give a cathartic, if deemed necessary, 
and begin with the veratrum, in doses that will as 
soon as possible affect the circulation without dis- 
turbing the stomach, though, in urgent cases this 
will make no particular difference. Small doses 
frequently repeated, will generally accomplish what 
we desire, without irritating the stomach. 

As soon as the pulse is reduced and the surface 
cooled, I then regulate the dose so as to continue 
this condition of things until the system reacts and 
‘esumes its healthy tone. 

Ihave not deemed it necessary to use it in the or- 
inary intermittent fevers, but I have no doubt that 
inthe congestive form of those fevers that it would 
ve of great value in aiding or securing an intermis- 
sion sooner than it would occur; that we may have 
more time to give the anti-periodic. 

In continued or typhoid fevers, it is of great bene- 
ft in equalizing the circulation and thereby prevent- 
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ing local congestions, as well as allaying febrile ex- 
citement. 

The difficulty of diagnosing typhoid fever in its 
forming stage is well known, and from this difficulty 
of diagnosis arises all the discrepancies of opinion 
in regard to the nature of the disease and its treat- 
ment. I have met with many cases, which from 
their symptoms, could have been called typhoid 
fever, but after the use of veratrum for a few days 
would subside and convalescence be established. 
My experience does not justify any great expecta- 
tions from its use after the fever has passed into the 
second stage, yet I gave it in one case for nearly 
three weeks, and the pulse did not rise above 90, 
and stood most of the time at 70. As soon as the 
veratrum was discontinued, it arose to 120. I 
used it with benefit in puerperal fever, and will nar- 
rate the following case, to illustrate its action. 


April 24th, 1857, was called to see Mrs. N., who 
was laboring under an attack of puerperal fever— 
tongue furred, bowels costive, abdomen very tympa- 
nitic, and tender on pressure, pulse 100, hard and 
contracted, with excessive febrile excitement. As 
treatment (my patient being a large plethoric woman) 
I resorted to blood-letting, tartar emetic, calomel, 
eetc., tc. I continued this orthodox treatment for 
four or five days, but my patient got no better; on 
the contrary she grew worse. The skin was now 
hot and dry, face flushed, tongue very dry and 
brown, abdomen much swollen though not so pain- 
ful, pulse 120. I now determined to use veratrum 
and gave her five drops of the tincture with instruc- 
tions to give four drops again in one hour, provided 
there was neither nausea or vomiting. 

In a short time I was sent for to see my patient, 
and when [ arrived found her vomiting, having just 
taken the additional four drops ordered. I gave her 
a dose of morphia which promptly allayed the 
vomiting. 

The change for the better was at once very distinct- 
ly marked inher case. Under the influence of the 
two doses of four and five drops, all the aggregated 
symptoms of the case subsided. There was a gene- 
ral relaxation of febrile excitement; surface became 
cool and moist ; pulse down to 70—soft and regular. 
I continued the veratrum in two drop doses, every 
two hours for four or five days, the patient all the 
while rapidly improving, with no return of the fever 
or any bad symptom—until convalescence was fully 
established. From that time until the present, I 
have depended almost entirely upon this remedy in 
these cases and hav@ found its action invariably 
uniform in them. 

Knowing its power as a sedative, and its ability to 
allay excitement, I concluded to try it in pueperal 
convulsions, and accordingly the first case of that 
malady that fell under my care, I immediately, on 
the subsidence of the convulsion gave ten drops of 
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the tincture, watching the pulse closely. After the | the knee joint, with effusion, a cure was effected by 


second spasm I gave fifteen drops, and continued to 
increase the dose after each convulsion. The pulse 
during the intervals was 80 and very hard, and 
would rise to 120 when a convulsion came on. She 
had taken three or four doses before it could be re- 
marked on the pulse. Assoon as that effect became 
perceptible the convulsions grew less frequent and 
Jess severe until they finally ceased when the patient 
roused up and exclaimed: “I am sick at my 
stomach.” The pulse was now 60 and natural 
Notwithstanding the large amount given, no vomit- 
ing followed. ‘This case occurred about four hours 
after a natural labor. No other treatment was 
had except revulsives to the extremeties. 

In inflammation of the brain and its appendages, 
it has not given that satisfaction which was expected, 


However, its pecniiar action was manifested in these | 


cases as in others. 

In some ailments of the heart, I have used verat- 
rum to good advantage. In 1858, 1 had under my 
care,a gentleman aged 57 years, who had been 
troubled with disease of the heart for thirty years. 
He had been under treatment more or less, all this 
time by one physician or another, but, as he said 
without any relief. His condition at this time was 
deplorable in the extreme. He was all the time 
fearful of falling down dead—was laboring under 
great excitement both of body and mind. Pulse 
very rapid with decided intermissions between every 
three or four beats. 

I ordered four-drop doses of veratrum every four 
hours, As soon as the system was brought under 
the influence of the remedy, he expressed himself as 
feeling better. From this time on, the improve- 
ment was rapid until he pronounced himself well in 
every respect, and has remained so ever since, with 
no return at any time of the aggravating symptoms 
usually attending these cases. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE PHILADELPHIA 
HOSPITAL MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Reported for the MEDICAL AND SunGicaL REPORTER 

At a stated meeting of the Society, held in the Li- 
brary Room of the Hospital, January 26th, 1870. 
The President, Dr. J. EwrvG MEARS, in the chair. 
The subject for discussion being 

SYNOVITIS OF THE KNEE JOINT. 

Dr DEssAv opened the discussion by remarking, 
that though his experience with this common affec- 
tion had been rather limited, yet those cases that 
had fallen under his care had’ presented much inter- 
est, as to the result of treatment. He treated a 
case of sinple acute Synovitis of the knee joint suc- 
cessfully with leeches, followed by an application of 
leadwater and opium, and Gross’s antimonial and 
saline mixture internally, a cure being obtained in 
six days. In a case of simple subacute Synovitis of 


pressure with a roller bandage—iodide of potassium 
being given internally. A chronic case of this affee 
| tion was greatly benefited by an issue, made op 
the inner condyle of the femur, with the Vienn 
| paste, after the regular routine of other remedie 
had been resorted to. One case of chronic Synovitis 
of the knee joint was of peculiar interest, being ep 
tirely relieved, after recovery from an attack of Bry. 
sipelas of the leg, which followed an amputation of 
the second toe of the same limb, other remedies 
even to the establishment of an issue on the inner 
side of the joint, having previously failed to afford 
relief. This effect of erysipelas on chronic disor 
ders in general, is mentioned by Mr. Camphell De 
| Morgan, in an able article on that disease, ip 
Holmes’ System of Surgery, vol. I. page 251. Ina 
case, complicated with a scrofulous diathesis, which 
| eventually proved fatal, the sponge dressing of Dr. 
| Sayre of New York was used, after leeches hal 
been freely applied. The joint was probably ina 
| state of suppuration at the the time of the applica 
| tion of the sponge dressing, and though the swelling 
| was markedly diminished in a few days after the 
dressing was applied, it afterward returned, th 
| dressing having been discontinued on account of 
| sloughing in the popliteal space. The limb wasal 
| terward confined in an anterior splint of binders’ 
board, to ensure perfect rest. Amputation was not 
| performed owing to the extreme feebleness of the 
patient, and a failure to rally. 
| ‘The suecessful treatment of Traumatic Synovitisof 
| the knee joint by a back splint and extension, by 
| weights to the limb, as reported by Mr. Marsb, in vol. 
IV. of St. Bartholomews’ Hosp. Reports was re 
| ferred to. 
Dr. ELMER had found pressure from the sponge 
| dressing, of advantage in cases of Chronic Synovi- 
' tis of the Knee joint, when various other methods 
| had failed. Relief from pain was soon experienced 
; after the application of the dressing. 
| Dr. M. B. Musser was favorable to the sponge 
| dressing in Chronic Synovitis of the Knee joint, 
but preferred simple antiphlogistic measures in acute 
cases of the affection, He had seen the actual cat- 
tery used in chronie cases,.but without any perma 
nent benefit. 

Dr. M. regarded the cause of this affection a 
either an injury, or sprain, or a predisposing condi- 
tion of the system, as scrofula or rheumatism. He 
did not think that it could arise spontaneously. 

Dr. E, B. MosELEy, considered the treatment of 
Chronic Synovitis of the Knee joint by pressure % 
the most valuable to be resorted to. He made pre+ 
sure by the use of adhesive strips applied in a fig- 
ure of eight, enclosing the entire joint. The 
should be renewed every twenty-four hours. Cases 








of long standing had been able to walk about it 
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Hom one to two weeks, after this dressing had been 


‘ie Synovitis of the Knee and other joints, aris- 
ig during the pregress of syphilis, had been treated 
cessfully by constitutional remedies alone. 
then the affection was in a subacute stage, the ad- 

use of a large blister to the joint fulfilled 


Dr. Wau. G. PORTER said that he had used the 
gonge dressing on a case of Synovitis of the knee 
pint in the Children’s Asylum with successful re- 
quit. He had seen other cases yield nicely to this 
reatment, where there was effusion in and around 
the joint, without suppuration. When the affection 
was acute, leeches and evaporating lotions were 
preferred. As to the treatment of syphilitic Synovi- 
tisof the knee joint—the views of Dr. Moseley were 
fully sustained. 

. HoustouN mentioned several cases of 
Chronic Synovitis of the knee joint of rheumatic 
origin, in which the application of the actual cautery 
by the attending surgeon, gave great relief, and in 
one effected a cure, after the regular routine of other 
remedies had been applied. Time, had not yet 
developed an alternate result of the remaining cases, 
though a future report was promised. He thought 
the actual cautery was most applicable in these 
cases Where the inflammation had begun to involve 
the cartilages and osseous structures of the joint. 
The discredit thrown upon the use of the hot-iron 
in Chronic Synovitis of the knee joint, was due to 
its application when the bones were so far advanced 
in structural disease as to preclude relief from any 
measures. : 

Dr. J. Stockton HouGu referred to the success- 
ful treatment of a case of Synovitis of the elbow 
joint in a scrofulous patient, by making an incision 
into the joint and letting out the superabundant 
fuid. This treatment was instituted by Dr, Sayre 
before the Summer clinic at this Hospital, last 
teason. No especial effort was made to exclude the 
iir—a simple water dressing constituted the after 
treatment. d 

Insumming up the evidence as presented in the 
discussion of the subject, the President, Dr. MEARs, 
concluded, that in the treatment of this affection 
the most favorable results seem to have followed 
theemployment of pressure in some form. The 
method instituted by Dr. Sayre, of New York, ap- 
peared to fulfill all the indications required. In some 
of the cases cited, counter-irritation had been prc- 
ductive of good results. 

In deciding on the treatment in aflections of the 
joints, the cause should be carefully considered, as 
on the determination of this, we base a rational 
weatment. The diagnosis is frequently very diffi- 
= = is always of the utmost importance, since 

ur treatment should v 

ps ary according to the stage of 





The morbid anatomy is similar to that occurring 
in inflammation of serous structures; reddening of 
the membrane, followed by effusion of serum into 
the cavity of the joint. Insevere cases,we sometimes 
have the membrane destroyed by yes gH and 
the cartilage removed by ulceration. 


Pneumonia. 

Dr. Houstoun presented a pathological specimen of 
a lung, the left lower lobe of which was completely 
solidified, and of a grey color, the diaphragmatic 
and inferior outer surface presenting extensive de- 
posits of plastic lymph. The right lower lobe was 
congested. The specimen was taken froma female 
patient, who was, prior to death, under treatment 
for secondary syphilis, of two years duration. She 
had more or less bronchial trouble and was in an 
enfeebled condition at the time the Pneumonia be- 
gan. The attack occurred with suddenly developed 
symptoms, of pain referred to the precordial region, 
dyspnoea, cough, fever, and pleuritic friction sounds, 
with dullness posteriorly. Her sputa during the 
whole attack, which lasted only six days, was free 
from coloring matter, being viscid and highly erated. 
Her treatment was stimulating and supporting. 
The points of interest in the case were the rapidity 
of development and extension of the inflammation, 
with a like termination of the attack, and the ab- 
sence of the characteristic rust-colored sputa. 

The complication of a Syphilitic poison, would 
furnish a ready explanation for the hurried character 
of the case. Virchow and Niemeyer allude to this 
circumstance. 

Cystic Tumor and Heart Clot. 

Dr. J. M. Jimenez presented a pathological 
specimen of a tumor, the size of a hen egg, which 
was situated between the lobes of the thyroid gland, 
and attached to that body. The tumor was cystic, 
containing pus, and with the gland, weighed 8 ozs. 
The subject had been a patient in the Obstetrical 
Wards, and died suddenly four weeks after delive- 
ry. The brain and lungs were found normal. The 
liver was enlarged, weighing 99 ozs. The heart 
was pale and flabby, and contained clots of both 
black and yellow color, the latter firm. The kid- 
neys were enlarged, Uterus was in a state of 
subinvolution. 

Dr. Tyson had examined a specimen of the liver 
microscopically, and found the cells contained fat 
globules of unusual size. The other organs were 
not. examined under the microscope. The general 
condition of the patient was extremely feeble from 
the date of her delivery. Death was supposed to 
have occurred from Heart Clots. 

Rupture of the Rectum. 

Dr. HAND read a report of a case of probable Rup- 
ture of the Rectum in a man, resulting from a 
severe fall upon the buttocks, which had occurred 
ten days previous to death. The history which he 
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gave was very vague and inconclusive. The only 
evidence of injury, which he presented, upon en- 
trance into the Surgical Wards, was an extensive 
emphysematous slough of the left buttock, with an 
opening two inches from the anal margin, through 
which thin faeces continually escaped. Digital ex- 
amination by the rectum did not detect any lesion, 
though high up, a mass was felt, resembling a pro- 





lapsed intestine. Death resulted from a typhyg 
condition. A fracture of the pelvis wast 


tion of the diagnosis, though none of the symptom 
of that injury could be discovered. The caseyy 
offered as being one of great rarity, and much 
terest in a diagnostic point of view. 

{Why was there no post mortem ?—Eps.] 
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Chloral. 


Dr. Oscar LIEBRIECH, in a paper read before 
the Berlin Medical Sociecy, June 2d, 1869, and 
published in No. 31 of the Berliner Klinische 
Wochenschrift, after stating the reasons which led 
him to experiment with this substance, gives the 
following account of its properties and physiological 
action : 

Chloral, the composition of which is C,HCI,0, 
was discovered by LreBIG about thirty years ago. 
In its physical properties it is very similar to all the 
aldehydes. Aldehyde isa very unstable compound; 
exposure to the air changes its physical properties. 
It passes into a polymeric condition. The same 
change takes place in chloral. Anhydrous chloral 
is a liquid of very pungent odor. If it is kept for a 
time it is transformed into a solid body, which you 
would take to be anything but the original chloral. 
But if the anhydrous chloral is added to a quantity 
of water, the hydrate of chloral is formed. 

The crystals of the hydrate of chloral are suluble 
in any proportion of water; they even resist the 
action of sulphuric acid. But if chloral is treated 
with alkalies, it is decomposed. When caustic soda 
is added to a watery solution of chloral, chloroform 
is set free in the form of an oily drop. In this wise 
we obtain chloroform of a purity not furnished by 
any other process. The watery solution contains 
formate of sodium. 

This body seems, therefore, capable of solving the 
question whether the component parts of substances 
introduced into the organism, and there undergoing 
decomposition, become efiective; and to which of 
its component parts the remedy especially owes its 
remedial properties. Chloral is very soluble in 
water, and is therefore well adapted for absorption 
into the organism. If, therefore, the action of one 
of its component parts was brought about by oxida- 
tion in the tissues, chloroform anzsthesia had to 
follow. 





The experiment has indeed decided in this diree- 
tion. Chloral, when introduced into the organism, 
is decomposed ; chloroform is liberated and becomes 
active. The experiment was truly surprising; a 
small dose, 0.1 (13 gr.), was sufficient to producethe 
phenomena of chloroform anesthesia in a vey 
young rabbit; the animal gradually went to sleep, 
but the second stage of excitement common to th 
action of chloroform was wanting. 

That the other component part, the formic acid, 
does not come into consideration here, caa bk 
proved by the simple calculation of the relatively 
small quantity liberated. , 

I have produced in a medium sized rabbit, by the 
hypodermic injection of 0.5 (gr. 73) of bydrate of 
chloral, which is equivalent to about 0.35 of anhy- 
drous chloral, and 0.29 of chloroform, a sleep of nine 
hours duration. 

The experiment upon frogs shows the action o 
chloral even plainer. At first follows a stage during 
which the animals may be put in any posture, and 
remain in the same. Upon irritation reflex action 
appear. Upon this follows a stage during which ir 
ritation is not followed by reflex action. If nofatal 
dose has been administered the animal then retums 
te its normal condition. But if a fatal dose has 
been given, the ventricles and auricles of the heart 
are always found full of blood. The cause of death 
appears, therefore, to be paralysis of the heart. Its 
action on other classes of animals is quite analagous. 
I shall not then weary you with the numerous ex 
periments, the results of which, I think, justify the 
assumption that chloral first paralyzes the ganglion 
cells of the brain,.next those of the spinal cord; 
and if death takes place, the ganglion cells of the 
heart in the same manner as chloroform does. 

The action upon animals shows, therefore, the 
identity of the action of chloral with that of chloro- 
form. The absence of the stage of excitement might 
find its explanation in the fact that the formation of 
chloroform takes place only very gradually in the 
organism. 

Having determined the action of chloral upon abi 
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gals, 1 proceeded to administer it to the human 
ject. ‘The first experiments were made upon 


spatics, to Whom I gave very small doses by hypo- 
jemic injections. No local irritation followed. A 

ic injection of 1.35 grammes hydrate of 
dloral produced sleep of five hours duration. In 
qrerto try larger doses I next administered inter- 
uly 3.5 grammes of hydrate of chloral, dissolved 
ina wine-glassful of water, were sufficient to pro- 
ince a sleep of sixteen hours duration, in a patient 
afering from stupor and melancholia. In a case 
dvery painful inflammation of the wrist joint 2.5 
gammes of the hydrate produced sleep with partial 
gesthesia, so that a tight dressing could be com- 
futably applied. The sleep produced by this reme- 
iy was in all cases of a normal character, and occa- 
donally it set in in five minutes after the adminis- 
tition of the chloral. 

Pror. V. LANGENBECK in No. 35 of the Berliner 
Klinische Wochenschrift, 1869, reports the foliowing 
ease! 

Awoman 40 years of age, a habitual drunkard, 
was admitted to the clinique on the evening of the 
Mhof June, with fracture of the leftarm. The arm 
yas put in the most comfortable position, and cold 
fmentations applied during the night. On the fol- 
bwing day a plaster-of-Paris dressing was applied. 
The woman became excited during the dressiug, 
ad exhibited the peculiar hasty manner which 
cmmonly precedes the development of delirium 
temens. Her hands trembled violently, and she 
talked incessantly about herown case. Prophylactic 
doses of brandy and opium were given, but notwith- 
sanding these, violent delirium became developed 
dung the night. Seven grains of opium and gr. 
morphia were administered internally during the 
tight without any effect ; no rest was obtained. At 
toon of the same day she was as violent as before. 
Trough muscular action the upper fragment was 
continually pulled against the soft parts. The en- 
tire arm was of a dark blue color, caused, probably, 
bythe rupture-of one of the larger veins. It was 
fared that unless the movements were stopped, 
fingrene would set in. At 1} P. M. 4 grammes 
(about a drachm) of hydrate of chloral were given 
internally, and afterwards 2 grammes (3ss) more in 
tree hypodermic injections, given in short intervals. 
hn fifteen minutes the patient was asleep, and slept 
very quietly till morning, when she awoke free from 
teirium. An examination of the arm raised the 
hope that it might be saved. It was laid in a com- 
fortable position, and kept under observation. 
The patient remained perfectly quiet till the 
evening of the 29th, when she again became some- 
What excited and confused. 2 grammes (3ss) of the 
hydrate were given internally. The patient went to 
‘keep, and slept all night ; since then there has been 
wtrace of delirium. Gangrene became developed 
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in the soft parte over the fracture and exposed the 
fragments. The wound granulated, and the patient 
is now convalescent. The patient’s condition is 
perfectly normal; no signs of mental aberration 
have shown themselves since. The case has made 
upon me the impression that the woman’s life 
was saved by the remedy. As we had given con- 
siderable doses of opium without effect previous to 
the administration of the hydrate of chloral, it is 
probable that its further use would not have been 
attended with better results. The sleep following 
the administration of chloral is perfectly normal, 
whilst that produced by large doses of opium or 
alcohol to delirious persons, is accompanied by 
symptoms of congestion and spasm. In this case 
we saw no trace of the latter; first the delirium 
ceased, the movements became less violent; then 
the patient went to sleep, to awake in perfect health. 
I did not continue this case, because the result 
is not stated in this paper. 


The Relation of Pulmon Hemorrhage to 
Phthisis.” 7” 


Dr. FELIX NIEMEYEB has a paper upon this 
subject in Nos. 18 and 19 of the Berliner Klinische 
Wochenschrift, 1869. The following are his conclu- 
sions: 

1. Not all persons, by any neans, who suffer from 
capillary, bronchial, or pulmonary hemorrhage, are 
or become consumptive. 

2. Consumption not rarely follows upon capillary, 
bronchial, and pulmonary hemorrhages, but there is 
no generic connection between the hemorrhages and 
the pneumonic processes which generally form the 
starting point of consumption. The persons who 
are predisposed to those hemorrhages, have also a 
predisposition to the above-named infiammatory 
processes. 

3. Capillary, bronchial, and pulmonary hemorr- 
hages not infrequently lay the foundation of con- 
sumption in persons in whose lungs neither tuber- 
cles nor pneumonic centres are present; and when 
they do so, it is through cheesy metamorphosis of 
the blood remaining in the alveoli of the lungs, and 
the product of the inflammation caused by its pres- 
sure. 

4. In the same way bronchial and pulmonary 
hemorrhages hasten the course of an already existing 
phthisis. 

5. In rare isolated cases the heamoptsysis is not 
the cause, but the result of pneumonia process, 
which finally lead to consumption. Such cases are 
readily recognized, inasmuch as the hemorrhage is 
usually accompanied with, or preceded by, fever 
and other inflammatory phenomena. 

6. The blood which remains in the alveoli, and 
with the pnuemonia infiltration undergoes cheesy 
metamorphosis, not unfrequently occasions an 
eruption of miliary tubercles. 


7 
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REvIEWs AND Book NoriICces. 


NOTES ON BOOKS. 


For a person who reads German and would like 
to keep posted in current German literature, we 
know no better means than to subscribe to Steiger’s 
Literarischer Monatschrift. It can be hadfrom E. 
Steiger, 24 Frankfort street, New York, and is fur- 
nished gratuitously. 


Bangs, Merwin & Co., of 694 Broadway, New 
York City, sell an immense number of books by 
auction durtng the course of the season, and 
among them many medical works, Gentlemen de- 
siring catalogues of their sales, can obtain them on 
application. 

Dr. G. J. Fisher has republished from the Ameri- 
can Journal of Insanity, his essay on the question, 
“ Can maternal mental emotions produce malfor- 
mations ?” In answering this question he squarely 
joins issue with professor Hammond, Dr. Napheys 
and other recent writers on the subject, denying 
wholly any such alleged emotional influence. The 
question deserves to be thoroughly investigated. 

We are glad to see that the New York Nation, the 
Leavenworth Medical Herald, and other journals 
have united with us in exposing Dr. Rezin Thomp- 
son’s work on domestic medicine, published by the 
National Publishing Company, of Cincinnati. We 
do not however, oppose all such works, no matter 
how well written, as the Herald appears to, and we 
believe that it is just such sweeping denunciations 
as the Herald indulges in that yield the field of 
popular medical instruction to ignorant, irregular, 
and designing scribblers. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


Manual of Hypodermic Medication, by Roberts 
Bartholow, A. M.,M. D. Philadelphia. J.B 
Lippincott, & Co. 1 vol. 12mo., cloth; pp. 150. 
The author justly remarks in his preface, that a 

convenient manual of hypodermic medication is just 

now much’ needed. Dr. Ruppaner, of New York, 
wrote one some years ago, but so rapid have been 
the advances in therapeutics in this field, that Dr, 

R’s. work no longer represents the views of the 

best clinical teachers. The present manual does 

so to a considerable extent, and is no doubt the best 
which has yet appeared. Many of the observations 
are original, and the experiments recorded are of 
practical value. It is open to one criticism. The 
author, while drawing from English, French, and 

German sources, has not derived the advantages 

which were open to him in American periodicals, 

We do not like this desire of magnifying the im- 

portance of results obtained in Europe, and over- 

looking the meritorious observations of our own 
practitioners. 


Reviews and Book Notices. , 
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Bellevue and Charity Hospital Reports, 
New York. D. Appleton & Co., 1870, 180 
8vo. cloth. pp. 416. 

No greater service can be rendered to scien 
than by the publication of the results of capefy 
noted extensive clinical experience, such as is afior 
ed by the wards of our great Hospitals. Theer, 
ple set by the Pennsylvania Hospital in this city 
the leading hospitals of London is worthily followe 
inthe volume before us. It contains a series, 
carefully matured essays on important questions ig 
medicine, the results accurately stated, and sup 
ported by a wide and conscientious analysis of 
cases. 

The most prominent contributor is Dr. Austis 
Flint, whose articles are four in number; three o7 
the physical signs of pulmonary and cardiac aff 
tions, and the fourth an analysis of one hundred ani 
two cases of Bright’s disease of the kidney. Dr. Le 
A.Sayre has two articles; one on a method of dres 
ing fractured clavicle; the other on the serious con 
sequences which sometimes result from slight inj 
ries to the ankle joint. Dr. Isaac E. Taylor defend 
in the leading essay, the amputation of the cervis 
uteri, and reports 84 cases, with’ 34 favorable result 
Prof. Frank H. Hamilton reports seventy-three 
cases of rare forms of hernia, and accompanie 
them with practical remarks. Surgery is farthe 
represented by the statistics of amputations per 
formed at Bellevue hospital ; a report on cases of 
anesthesia at the same institution, and a descrip 
tion of the pathological department. Prof. Wm. 
A, Hammond treats in a very interesting m 
of some of the effects of excessive intellectual ex 
ertion; and Dr. T. G. Thomas ends the volume} 
with the notes of eight cases of ovariotomy, im- 
pressing the propriety of a more frequent resort to 
paracentesis than has been the custom hitherto. 

We hope that the sale of this volume and its 
cognition by the profession, will be such as to en 
courage the hospital staff to issue annually similar 
contributions to our medical literature. 

Clinical Lectures on the Principles and Prac- 
tice of Medicine. By John Hughes Bennett, M. 
D., F. R. S. E., etc. Fifth American from the 
Fourth London Edition. With 537 illustration 
on wood. New York: William Wood & (o. 
1870. 1 vol. 8yo. cloth, pp. 1022. 
Dr. Bennett's lectures have had a rare success 10 

the profession. He was one of the earliest and most 

prominent in the reactionary party, who declal 

against excessive dosing, venesection, mercurialia- 
tion, and low dieting in treatment. He saw wil 
clear insight the objectionable features of the th 

peutical practice advocated by such writers a8 Wa 
son, in England, and Wood in this country. Like 
most men of strong opinions and lasting enthusias™ 
the errors of his opponents also obscured to hi 
their good qualities, and in aiming to destroy # 
exaggerated confidence in remedies, Bennett }# 

attacked and cast doubt upon therapeutics in a 

eral. While this position of his cannot endure, 

name will long be remembered for solid contri: 
tions to science, and as that of a vigorous 

cf error. 
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«7 Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and 
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence, 
News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect- 
fully solicited. 

Articles of special importance, such especially as re- 
quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser- 
yation, will be liberally paid for. 

g@ To insure publication, articles must be practical, 
trief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefubly 
prepared, 80 as to require little revision. 

We particularly value the practical experience of coun- 
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor- 
pation that rightfully belongs to the profession. 

The Proprietor and Editors disclaim all responsibility 
for statements made over the names of correspondents. 


1870. SPECIAL NOTICE!! 1870. 
By reference to the Prospectus in another column, it 
will be seen that we have made, and are making arrange- 
nents for communications from some of the best medical 
writers, and most prominent medical men in the country. 
WEARE EXPENDING MORE ON THE LITERARY DEPART- 
MENT OF THE REPORTER THAN WAS EVER BEFORE 
DREAMED OF IN MEDICAL JOURNALISM IN THIS COUNTRY. 
&7 As a large proportion of our subscribers are, or very 
soon will be sending in their subscriptions for 1870, and 
many of them can, by a LITTLE EXERTION, send the 
names of NEW SUBSORIRERS, we ofter the following 
LIBERAL PREMIUMS!! 
which the reader will observe are not composed of oid and 
unsaleable books, but of 


NEW AND LIVE BOOKS! 
AND SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS !! 

L. For Ll new subscriber and $5, a copy of the PHYSICIAN’S 
Daity Pocket REcCoRD—or any other publication the 
retail price of which is $1.50. 

2. For 2 new subscribers and $19, one year’s subscription 
tothe HALF YEARLY COMPENDIUM OF MEDICAL SCIENCE, 
published by us at $3 a year, or— 

3. For 2 new subscribers and $10, a copy of NaPHEY'S 
Mopenn THERAPEUTICS, or any other book selling at 
tetail for $2.50. 

4. For 5 new subscribers and $25, any Books or Surgical 
Instruments to the amount of $6. 

5. For 10 new subscribers, and $59, the same to the 
amount of $12.50. 

6. For 15 new subscribers, and 275, an elegant Pocket- 
caseof Instruments worth $20—or Books or Instruments 
to that amount. 

*,% 1f a new subscriber takes two or more of our pub- 
lications at commutation rates, the amount must count $5 
only for the premiums. 

PROFESSOR GROSS’ PORTRAIT. 

We have had some Artists’ Proofs issued of Professor 
GROS%’ admirable portrait published in the Reporter 
for January 8th, for the accommodation of those who 
desir. to frame it. Price $1.00. 





ETHICS, 

The Medical Times and Gazette of London in 
a recent article on the medical journals of this 
country has this paragraph : 

“One thing is constantly giving rise to dis- 
cussions in America—that is, their code of 
ethics. We are inclined to think that too 
much is said about ethics for very much to be 
done.”’ 

We half suspect that our British cousins are 
not altogether wrong in this amiable remark. 
Two of our exchanges occupied a very large 
share of their editorial columns last summer 
in publishing and criticizing the “Code” 
This was certainly a barren entertainment for 
their readers. The duties of physicians to 
each other are usually clearly enough defined 
by the Golden Rule, and when cases in casuis- 
try arise, the “Code’’ rarely covers the point. 

The “ethics of the profession” quite too 
often serve as a cloak for bigotry, or as a 
weapon for jealousy. Narrow minded men 
use them to injure competitors, and elevate 
themselves. The attempt to hedge in per- 
sonal liberty still more—as for instance, as was 
attempted at the last meeting of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association, by ruling it unethical 
for a physician to dispense medicines when 
a druggist is convenient—will surely bring the 
whole code into merited contempt. 

So, too, will action like that of a Medical 
Society of this State, which observed a work 
by one of its members advertised by a publish- 
ing house. The Secretary was at once directed 
to inquire of that member whether this was 
done by his authority, intimating that ifit were, 
the Society would deem it sufficient cause to 
subject him to what the Quakers call “ disci- 
pline.”? As the author had not the least con- 
trol of the work, or of the publisher, and as 
the advertisement did not differ in character 
from the usual advertisements of books, the 
summons to defend himself astonished him 
somewhat. When a learned and a so-called 
liberal profession subjects a member to such 
prying inquisition into private affairs as this, 


| it falsifies its name, and brings itself into de- 


served discredit. It is this danger which we 
incur in desiring to adjust our code to all con- 
ceivable emergencies, and making it our rule 
and law, instead of trusting for our guidance 
to the instincts of gentlemen and the priuci- 
ples of Christians. 





—— The dwelling-house and barn of Dr. N. G. 
Moore at Nashua, N. H., was partially destroyed by 
fire recently ; insured for $4,000. 
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Notes and Comments. 


Notice, 
The author of the article on Syphilis, in our last, 
is Dr. WM. W. CABLE, of Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Correction. 

The article on Sulphite of Soda, copied from the 
Western Journal of Medicine on page 80, current 
volume, credited to Dr. KLEINER, should have been 
credited to Dr. GEORGE KILNER. 


Praiseworthy Action. 

The Medical Society of West Virginia appointed 
at its last meeting a committee to memorialize the 
State Legislature to appoint a State Geologist. We 
like such action as this. Geology is not only in- 
teresting in an economic point of view as the science 
which unlocks the hidden treasures of the moun- 
tains and the glens, but it is intimately allied to 
medicine, and often discloses the origin of endemic 
disease. We hope the West Virginia legislature 
will take prompt action on the memorial. 


Matters in the District of Columbia. 

The “ National Medical Society of the District of 
Columbia” (a Hibernian sort of a name, we think,) 
is out in a circular, averring that officers of the Med- 
ical Society of the District of Columbia “ have re- 
fused to consult with colored physicians; but instead 
thereof, have taken charge of patients who were 
under their care, without giving them the customary 
notice of their dismissal, in direct violation of the 
ethics of the profession.” If this is so, those officers 
should be properly punished, as any physician with 
a decent sense of self-respect will admit, when he 
remembers that these colored physicians were li- 
censed by this very Society. It is time that science 
should be recognized as the property of the race of 
man, Without regard to variety, sex, color, or caste. 


The November Meteors. 

Recent letters from the Mauritius state that a 
meteoric shower was observed on that island on the 
morning of November 14th, 1869. Between mid- 
night and 4 hours 40 minutes A. M., 439 meteors 
were observed, 427 of which were seen during the 
last 80 minutes. The approach of dawn prevented 
further observations, but the radiant point was 
placed somewhere in the cycle of Leo. The trains 
of light and nuclei were generally white, with a 
slight tinge of green, but all the prismatic colors 
were seen. 
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Calumba in the Nausea of Pregnancy. 

Eps. MED. AND SURG. REPORTER :—It has beep 
asserted that American authors are a little like the 
French writer who said, “Je prends mon bien on je 
le trouve.” Dr. VERDIN, in the last number of 
your journal, would seem to cite me as a special il- 
lustration of the truth of this remark, 

He states that Dr. W. Stump Forwoop recom- 
mends, in the Baltimore Medical Bulletin, for No- 
vember 16th, 1868, an infusion of calumba in the 
morning sickness,of pregnancy. I give the same 
prescription in the “Physical Life of Woman,” say- 
ing that it isemployed by “many physicians.” Dr. 
Verdin thinks the remedy shonld have been speci- 
ally credited to Dr. Forwood, whom he quotes as 
stating that “we are not aware that a single practi- 
tioner within our acquaintance makes use of it, ex- 
cept those to whom we have made the suggestion,” 
and remarks that “Dr. Forwood appears to 
ignorant of the general use of the prescription as 
claimed by Dr. Napheys.” 

To these statements I have merely to reply, thai 
a number of years before Dr. F.’s article was pul- 
lished, I found the formula in the United States 
Dispensatory, whence I transferred it to my note 
book of recipes, under the head of “morning sick- 
ness of pregnancy.” I probably did so because } 
read on p. 291, U.S. D., (edition published in 1858) 
that “It has been highly recommended in vomit 
ing, unconnected with inflammation of the stomach 
as in the sickness of pregnant women.” 

Thus it happened the remedy became a familiar 
one in my hands several years before Dr. F. pul- 
lished his statement, that he was unaware any one 
had ever used it, “except those to whom he hat 
made the suggestion.” The fact of the formulaoc- 
curing in the U. 8S. Dispensatory, which is in the 
bands of almost every physician, may, I think, be 
instanced in evidence of “the general use of the 
prescription as claimed by Dr. Napheys.” 

In every work upon materia medica which I have 
at hand, I find calumba recommended in the sick- 
ness of pregnancy. 

Dr. MITCHELL on p. 252 of his Materia Medica 
and Therapeutics, (edition, 1857,) says, “It is also 
highly beneficial in the troublesome sick stomach of 
early pregnancy, (the italics are Dr. Mitchell's). 

Dr. BIDDLE, on p. 91, of his Materia Medica, 
says: “It is also a good preparation in the sickness 
of pregnant women.” 

Dr. RILEY, on p. 62, of his Materia Medica an¢ 
Therapeutics, says: ‘It also proves useful in sym 
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pathetic vomiting, particularly in that of preg- 
nancy.” 

Dr. STILLE, on p. 495, of vol. I, of the last edi- 
tion of his Therapeutics and Materia Medica, says: 
that Dr. PERCIVAL who introduced it into medical 
practice, prescribed it for “habitual vomiting pro- 
ceding from sickness of the stomach and in that 
which occurs during pregnancy.” 

Dr. CHURCHILL (p. 498, of Diseases of Women, 
edition of 1857,) speaks of the infusion of calumba, 
as being occasionally beneficial in this affection. 

But I have quoted at sufficient length to show 
there is something to be said in support of my 
statement that the remedy in question is regarded 
with favor by “many physicians.” I therefore 
think Dr. VERDIN has some reason as well as cour- 
wsy on his side, when he says of me that, “It is 
fair to infer he was unaware of his indebtedness to 
Dr. Forwoop, for this prescription.” Now, how- 
ever, that I am informed, I will cheerfully record 
in the next edition of my work his “right of senior- 
ity in using the remedy.” I trust also that in fa- 
ture editions of the works from which I have just 
quoted, justice will be done Dr. Forwoop in this 
particular. Gro. H. Napueys, M. D. 

Philadelphia. 


Remarks on an Obstetrical Case. 
Epirors OF MED. & SuRG. REPORTER: 

In your valuable journal of the issue of the 29th 
of January, 1870, a most interesting, as well as a 
most rare case of mal-presentation of the cranium 
isrecorded by Dr. J. P. Chesney, of New Market, 
Mo., under the caption of “the sixth position of 
vertex presentation.” 

Perhaps the canse of obstetric science may be 
furthered, and thus human life be preserved in cases 
of great difficulty, if you will permit a short criticism 
of the report given by Dr. C. If the language of 
the REPORTER be analyzed, it may safely be declar- 
tl that this was not a “ Vertex presentation, that is, 
ofthe posterior fontanelle, but it was a presentation 
ofthe “ Sinciput,” that is, of the anterior fontanelle. 
Dr. C, expressly asserts that he “found the fore- 
lead of the child resting against the superior face of 
he symphisis pubis, and the occiput at the promon- 
tory of the sacrum.” Hence the long diameter of 


ihe cranium, often measuring from four to four and | 


4 half inches, was parallel with the sacro-pubic 
diameter of the superior strait, usually estimated at 
fut inches. It is no wonder, therefore, as the head 
lidnot change its “ position” under the influence 


f uterine contractions which had lasted some forty- | 


Wohours, that it should be here arrested.’ It is, 
indeed, a case of impracticable labor by natural 
torts, the child's head being fully developed. If, 
° athe contrary, it had been a case of vertex presen- 
tion, in the sixth position, there would have been 
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but short delay at the superior strait, for then the 
base of the occiput would have been at the promon- 
tory of the sacrum, and the anterior fontanelle against 
the symphisis pubis, and hence the cervico-bregmatic 
diameter, measuring but three and a half inches, 
would have been parallel with the short diameter of 
the superior strait. The head, under these circum- 
stances, could be driven by strong pains into the 
cavity of the pelvis. 

This distinction between the two presentations is 
of immense practical value. If the physician first 
called to Dr. C.’s case, had recognized the proper 
presentation and position of the child’s head, the 
presentation could, in all probability, have been 
easily rectified, by pushing up the os frontis behind 
the pubes by means of the finger, and by bringing 
down the occiput posteriorly by means of a vectis 
so as to produce flexion, and thus secure the advan- 
tage of a short diameter as a substitute for the long 
diameter of the cranium. Further advantage might 
also have been gained by lateral pressure upon the 
os frontis, so as to alter the position into a right or 
left occipito-posterior. By this manceuvre, the cer- 
vico bregmatic diameter would be brought into cor- 
respondence with the oblique or long diameter ofthe 
superior strait. 

At the time Dr. C. was called to this case, all 
| such changes may have been impracticable, as the 
head was arrested, perhaps “locked,” The forceps 
were inapplicable, as the blades would embrace the 
head in the direction of the vertical diameter of the 
cranium, instead of the oblique, and moreover, the 
child’s head would have been drawn down, present- 
' ing its occipito frontal diameter, at the greatest pos- 
sible risk to the bladder and other tissues of the 
mother. The clear indication in all such cases, is 
to alter the presentation of the anterior fontanelle 
into one of the posterior, by causing flexion by 
means of the fingers, the hand, or the vectis. This 
manceuvre would probably have been easy in the 
present case, as this was the lady’s ninth confine- 
ment, and no deformity is reported. This very rare 
| example of occipito sacral presentation of the ante- 
rior fontanelle exhibits the dangers of such complica- 
| tions, and the great importance of a minute know- 
| ledge of the mechanism of labor, to insure the life 
| of the child, and even that of its parent. 

The student is referred, not to M, Niegele, nor to 
| bis numerous followers, in Britain or America, but 
| to Baudelocque, Velpeau, Dewees, and also to pages 
| 316 and 320 of “ The Principles ana Practice of Ob- 
| stetrics,” and published in 1864, by Blanchard & 
| Lea, Philadelphia. 

Philada., Feb. 1, 1870. 
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Eps. MEep. AND SURG. REPORTER: 
About the 9th of December, 1868, I was called 
, to see Private Jacob D——, Co. “F” 25th Infantry, 


| 
Fracture of the Skull. 
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who had been knocked down by a base ball bat, in 
the hands of one of his comrades. When I saw 
him a few minutes after the occurrence he was in- 
sen ible; remained in that state about balf an hour, 
when he died. 

Upon a post-mortem examination, fracture of the 
skull was found extending from the orbit of the 
left eye, running upwards to a distance of nearly 
two inches through the frontal bone, then ranging 
backward ina crescent shape through the left pa- 
rietal bone to the occiput, then transversely for- 
ward to the orbit, continuing into the floor of the 
erbit, leaving in this space detached skull nearly 
two inches in width and four inches long, which 
was taken out with the fingers. Upon further ex- 
amination, by opening the membranes within this 
space, a clot of grumous blood was found, amount- 
ing to between two and three ounces. 

W. W. P. FLEMING. 

Fort Bliss, Texas, Jan. 15th, 1870. 
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News AND MISscCELLANY. 


Intemperance. 

Among the evils which curse this country there is 
not one that is greater, and that more demands the 
most wise and judicious management, be it simply 
moral, or be it legislative, than intemperance. We 
care not how radical the action may be, only that it 
be practicable and judicious. It is of no use to 
pass laws entirely prohibiting the sale of alcohol 
and alcoholic liquors, for they must be used for 
many purposes—but their indiscriminate sale, and 
their use as a beverage, as at present allowed, can 
and should be stopped. ‘The Lancet has the follow- 
ing remarks on the subject from an English stand- 
point: 

“As med cal journalists, we fee) deep responsi- 
bility in regard to the liquor traffic, and the sugges- 
tions of different reformers for its regulation. We 
represent a profession which has immense indirect 
influence over the social use of alcohol. The 
Times makes a point against the United Kingdom 
Alliance by averring that their views of total absti- 
nence are opposed to those of the majority of the 
medical profession. No doubt this is the case, 
And yet it seems to us that, the fact'of the majority 
of medical men believing in the advantage of the 
use of a moderate quantity of alcoholic stimulant, 
should be no hindrance to any practical measures, 
felt to be necessary for the mitigation of the terrible 
evil and curse of drunkenness. 

Let us say here, at the outset, in the name of the 
medical profession, that we are increasingly im- 
pressed with the responsibility of the therapeutic 
and dietetic use of alcohol. The tendency to pre- 
scribe it excessively and for everything, which was 
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too much the fashion afew years ago, is 
altered ; and the present prescription of it is much 
more moderate, and regulated by stricter scientific 
criteria. Having made this admission, we must be 
excused from going further, and for main’ 
that, in moderation, alcohol cannot wisely be dis. 
pensed with as a medicine ; and that, as an article of 
diet and in its milder forms, it is indispensable ip 
most houses. 

“This being so—to say nothing of other reasons, 
social and political,—the proposal of the United 
Kingdom Alliance to entirely suppress the liquor 
traffic, is one that cannot seriously be entertained by 
practical legislators. At the same time, legislators 
and social reformers of every school feel, in com- 
mon with the Alliance, the urgency of the duty of 
doing something to diminish the drunkenness of 
the country, for the sake of our national health, 
happiness, and reputation; and the Alliance may 
well be congratulated, on having so successfully 
gained the help of large classes of men, who do not 
entirely concur with it as to the measures to be 
taken for this purpose. Perhaps no body of men 
see so much of the evil of drunkenness as the medi- 
cal profession. To say nothing of furtive drinking, 
chiefly known to that body, we see indications of 
our national vice in the homes of the poor, as wel 
as in their diseases, as no other men see them. We 
know, therefore, better than others, how it degrades 
men physically and socially. 

“We are correspondingly anxious to support all 
wise and sound measures for the abatement of this 
evil. There is little doubt, after the speech of Mr. 
Bruce this year, that the Government will bringin 
a measure to further restrict the sale, or the ‘places 
of sale, of drink. And unless the public-house ir 
fluence is much greater in Parliament than it should 
be, we shall hope to see the power of licensing 
transferred from the magistrates to the ratepayers, 
or somebody elected by them for the very purpose. 
As the ratepayers have to keep the paupers that are 
manufactured so freely by the public-house system, 
it is only reasonable that they should have the 
licensing system under their control. 

“But we have a more serious remedy to propose 
for this great evil, and that is, the abolition of the 
right of drinking on the premises. We mean n0- 
thing so harsh as to deprive travelers or wayfares 
of a litile refreshment, but the right of sitting for 
hours together for the mere purpose of drinking, 
one that is so clearly chargeable with all sortsof 
bad effects, that it has no claim to be continued. 
We wish the Alliance would become practical, and 
ask for this limitation of the liquor traffic. Men 
cannot in this country be denied the right of bay- 
ing a reasonable quantity of alcoho!. But surely 
the right of prolonged sittings in public houses for 
the mere purpose of drinking, should now be sop 
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ped or greatly qualified. Men will use beer, or spirit, 
or wine. Let them use them at home with their 
wives, under domestic conditions, and a fatal blow 
will thus be dealt at the system of drinking in pub- 
lic houses.” 


Transfusion of Blood in Traumatic Fever. 

Prof. HUETER has lately used transfusion, though 
without success in some cases, certainly with a tem- 
porary benefit in others. 

In the first case, a brazier got a burn on the body; 
intense fever came on, and in eight days the patient 
was in extreme danger. ‘Transfusion was now 
practised. Suppuration commenced the next day, 
and the dead parts separated. A second time trans- 
fusion was performed. Several papillae now formed 
atthe wound. On the twenty-fifth day, hemorrhage 
ensued from these. The next day, when the pa- 
tient was in extremis, transfusion was again used, 
but death took place during the operation, 

The second was a case of suppuration at the hip- 
joint, with a huge suppurating sac at the knee joint. 
Resection was performed, and the patient, worn out 
with consecutive hemorrhage, fell into deep col- 
lapse. Transfusion was now performed, twelve 
hours after the operation. The condition of the pa- 
tient and aspect of the wound improved. In three 
weeks afterward the patient died of pneumonia, 
and post-mortem examination showed extensive 
grey, hepatization at the bases of both lungs. 

The quantity of blood injected varied from 8 oz. 
tollb. Before the operation was completed the 
patient, though delirious up to this, recovered con- 
stiousness, answering questions, etc., and the pinch- 
ing of the features disappeared. In about half an 
hour afterward a severe rigor came on, and fever 
became established. 

Prof, HUETER has performed the operation five 
times on three occasions from the radial, and twice 
from the posterior tibial artery. 


Observation on High Winds from a High 
Stand-Point ! 

Prof. HUNTINGTON and Mr. A. F. Coven, the 
devotees of science, who are spending the winter on 
the top of Mooseilauke Mountain, in New Hamp- 
shire, had a rare opportunity to observe the awful 
war ofthe elements during the storm which occurred 
on the 2d inst. The following particulars are 
Suggestive : 

“At 10 A. M., Mr. Clough ventured out with the 
‘wind-gauge,’ and found that the wind was blowing 
at the rate of 95 miles per hour. In the afternoon 
the wind increased, and at 3 o’clock he went out 
With the ‘gauge’ again; he was instantly thrown 
down, and was unable to stand up the instrument. 
The rain was pouring, but he managed to hold the 
‘gauge’ for five minutes, and then, after four at- 
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tempts, each time being thrown down by the wind, 
he succeeded in getting back into the house, This 
time they found that the velocity of the wind was 
101 miles per hour, and Prof. Huntington thought 
if the ‘ gauge’ had been properly held it would have 
shown that the velocity was 120 miles per hour. 
About dark their window wes blown in, and they 
had hard work to board it up; the walls of the house 
are of stone, but such was the force of the wind on 
the roof, that every part of the inside trembled like 
a leaf, and so loud was the roar that one had to shout 
to make the other hear, although not more than six 
feet distant. The rain fell in torrents.” 


The Faraday Memorial. 

All lovers of science must regret to learn that the 
funds for the erection of a statue to the late Michael 
Faraday, in ‘St. Paul’s Cathedral London, are not 
yet sufficient for the purpose. An announcement 
to this effect was made by Sir Roderick Murchison, 
at the reunion of the Royal Geographical Society, 
on Monday last. Sir Roderick reminded his audi- 
ence of the public meeting at which, under the 
presidency of his Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales, it was resolved to commemorate the illus- 
trious savant,—a resolution which was ably and 
eloquently supported by M. Dumas, one of the per- 
petual secretaries of the Institute of France. He 
further reminded them that it was in the very 
theatre in which they were assembled that Faraday, 
for upwards of thirty years, was in the habit of 
unbending from his severer researches, and of at 
once delighting and interesting vast audiences by 
the masterly comprehensiveness, lucidity, and ease 
of his lectures. The boys and girls whom he was 
also accustomed to entertain at Christmas by his 
illustrations of chemistry and ‘physics, and many 
of whom are now mature men and women, must 
also retain, not only admiration, but fondness for 
the genial philosopher’s memory, and must be de- 
sirous of seeing it adequately perpetuated by the 
sculptor’s art. To all such, and indeed to the 
nation at large, the appeal of Sir Roderick Mur- 
chison must come with irresistible force; and we 
trust that it will be followed by such additions to 
the subscription-list as will ensure the erection of a 
statue in St. Paul’s Cathedral worthy alike of the 
great and good man it commemorates, and of the 
noble edifice in which it is placed. 


Organization of the Ophthalmological Society of 
Philadelphia. 

A meeting was held at the Hall of the Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital, on the 8th inst., in response to a call 
signed by Drs. I. Hays, E. Hartsnorne, D. H. 
AGnew, W. F. Hont, R. J. Levis, A. Hewson, T. 
G. Morton, A. D. HALL, andG, C. HARLAN. 

The society was organized by the appointment of 
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Dr. R. J. Levisas chairman, and Dr. W. Huntas | been twice married, was in reality of the female 
secretary. | sex. During her illness, she had been particular in 

The chairman made some remarks in reference to | refusing all access to her person. A case the con- 
the prominent status of ophthalmic science, its rapid | verse of this came under our notice at Moorfields 
and continued development, and claimed it to be the | Hospital afew yearsago. An elderly “woman” was 
most advanced specialty in the domain of medicine. | admitted with senile cataract. She came up from 
He believed that the profound study of the subject | the country, where she was gate-keeper at a gentle- 
and the extended practice by individuals in the city, | man’s lodge, where she had lived for many years, 
would render the association of mutual interest and | In the hospital, her manner of walking, her frame, 


tend to promote the science. 
The following permanent officers were elected: 


President, Dr. I. Hays; Vice Presidents, Drs. E. | 


Hartshorne, and T. G. Morton; Secretary, Dr. W. 
F. Norris; Treasurer, Dr. W. F. Hunt. 

The meeting was well attended and the society or- 
ganized with much spirit. It is expected that the 
proceedings of the society, composed as it is, of some 
whose names are familiar, to us as prominent oph- 
thalmic surgeons, will in some form be presented 
before the medical public. 

Ophthalmic practice has undergone great transi- 
tions within the last few years, and reports of inves- 
tigations and discussions by practical men will be re- 
ceived with interest. 


Proposed Law for Proprietory Preparations, 

The Cumberland county, Pa., Medical Society 
suggest the following, as a useful law : 

“Be it enacted, &c.—That every person, who 
shall purchase for sale within the State, or shall sell 
to any person or persons residing in the State, any 
of the following named Medicinal Preparations in 
any bottle, box, or parcel, not having the mannfac- 
turer’s label and certified formula of ingredients 
thereon (except as hereinafter provided), shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, &c. 

“Every such label and formula shall contain the 
name of the preparation, the names of the ingredi- 
ents (if two or more,) entering into its composition, 
the exact proportions of these ingredients the name, 
of the manufacturer, his place of business, and the 
words Manufacturer’s Label and certified Formula 
of Ingredients, &c. 

“Every person who shall place or cause to be 
placed on any bottle, box, or parce), containing any 
of said medicinal preparations, such manufacturer’s 
label and formula, not having first certified before a 
Justice of the Peace or Alderman, that such label and 
formula, to the best of bis knowledge and belief, is a 


faithful, true and exact representation of such medi- | 


cine, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, &c. 

“Every person who shall fill a prescription of any 
physician or surgeon in which any of said medicinal 
preparations is mentioned, shall use such labeled pre- 
paration, and no other as as ubstitute; but shall not 
place a manufacturer's label and tormula on such 
prescribed preparation, compound, or mixture, &c. 


Feigned Sex. 

A case of feigned sex is reported in the British 
Medical Journal. “The deception was not discover- 
ed until after the death of the individual, when it 
was found that a person who for fifty years had 
passed herself off as a man, and who had actually 


| her voice, and the condition of her beard, repeatedly 

| attracted attention. A year after her return home 

| with recovered sight, she was charged with being 

| the father of a bastard child, and her imposture was 

| established. A deception on the part of the male 
sex is even more disgusting and unreasonable than 
when it occurs in a woman.” 


} 
| 
| 
| Treatment of Snake Bites. 
| Some time ago, says the Australasian, Sir Red- 
| mond Barry forwarded to the Indian Government a 
| a copy of Dr. Halford’s paper on the treatment of 
snake-bite. An official communication from India 
has been lately received by Sir Redmond, informing 
| him that the Indian Government has had the paper 
| reprinted and circulated in the various departments, 
with the view of obtaining reliable facts as to the 
efficacy of injection of ammonia as recommended by 
| Dr. Halford. The attention of medical men who 
may try the remedy in India, is epecially directed 
to the following points: 1. The kind of snake by 
which the bite was inflicted; 2. The circumstances 
under which the patient was bitten; The lapse of 
time between the bite and the application of the 
remedy; 4. Ifany other, what, remedies were ap- 
plied; 5. The result. The circular is issued by 
order of the Inspector-General, Bombay Department. 


Pre-Historic Man. 

A discovery of human and animal remains has 
been communicated by Professor Capellini, of Bo- 
logna, to the Gazetta dell’ Emilia. They consisted 
of numerous flint and stone implements, the work- 
manship of which showed they belonged to the 
earliest period of the stone age. Besides these 
wrought implements and various other objects 
brought into the cavern by its human occupants, be 
found a considerable quantity of bones of animals 
mingled with bones of human beings, The condi- 
tion of these latter bones, he says, “would justify 
the inference that the grotto had been inhabited by 
| anthropophagi, and that the Italians of that epoch 
_ were cannibals, like their contemporaries in Be 
| gium, France and Denmark. Among the human 
bones found were those of women, and part of the 
| jawbone of a child some seven or eight years of age- 





Some of these bones were entire, others were pal 
tially calcined. In the centre of the cave it w# 
possible to discern traces of a fireplace. 
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A Fact for the British Anti-Vaccinationists. 

The London Atheneum draws timely attention to 
the fact that, the Native Association of Bombay has 
withdrawn its opposition to the Government Bill 
for making vaccination compulsory in that presi- 
dency. Let us hope that the enemies of compul- 
sory vaccination in this country will be shamed by 
this fact into a discontinuance of their opposition to 
amost wise and benificent act, which hurts none 
but members of the medical profession. We wish 
we could believe there was any chance of this. 
But the nonsense talked by the Anti-Vaccination 
League is so arrant and absolute that we can scarce- 
lydo so. What we do hope, however, is that this 
nonsense will not seriously inffuence the counsels of 
the nation. Surely legislation is not to be based on 
the prejudices of the least-informed and the most 
ignorant. 


Mental Work and Longevity. 

We find the following in a late number of the 
British Medical Journal: The death of the Bishop 
of Exeter, at the age of ninety-one, is of some inte- 
rest to those engaged in the study of longevity. 
His had been a most active life. He was said to 
have spent from twenty to thirty thousand pounds 
inlaw-suits; had been engaged almost without in- 
termission in vehement controversy ; and had writ- 
ten so much, that the titles only of his works occupy 
thirty pages in the British Museum Catalogue. His 
whole life was spent in hot water; but it seemed to 
agree with him, for he lived through three genera- 
tions. His father had lived to eighty, and his mother 
toseventy. In addition to an inherited soundness 
of constitntion, we cannot doubt that he possessed 
the invaluable power of dealing with outward things 
objectively, and not allowing either controversy or 
disappointment to disturb his digestion or his rest. 


Meat Preserving. 

A Melbourne paper says that the satisfactory in- 
telligence received by the last two mails, respecting 
the disappearance of the prejudice once existing 
against Australian preserved meat as an article of 
food, has not only led to the formation of several 
hew companies, but has encouraged manufacturers 
at present in the field, to extend their operations. 
Acompany recommenced operations in June last, 
sine when they have shipped 300 tons of meat in 
tins, and the whole has met with a ready sale. 


“Benedict’s Time.” 

Those of our readers who live in and near New 
York are so familiar with this term as the standard 
of time in that city, that we need not remind them 
that Benedict Brothers whose card appears in our 
tolumns, are first class dealers in watches, jewelry, 
tte. Our readers, not acquainted in New York, 
can call on or communicate with them for anything 
their line with confidence. 
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Dr. Ricord. 

This distinguished specialist has received a grati- 
fying mark of imperial favor. Like M. Nélaton he 
has been made a Senator. The honor of being ad- 
mitted to the legislature is more frequently attained 
by foreign surgeons and physicians than by British 
ones. Virchow, the Prussian pathologist, is another 
instance of high professional merit being rewarded 
by a seat inthe Upper Chamber, These marks of 
royal or imperial favor are as judicious as they are 
generous. The presence of able and experienced 
medical men in the legislative body cannot fail to 
contribute to the completeness and maturity of its 
counsels ; and in these days especially, when sanita- 
tary and poor-law questions are everywhere in the 
foreground, such an auxiliary to thorough legislation 
must have an almost unique value. 


— The Marquis of Bute has signified his inten 
tion of subscribing £1000 toward the building fund 
of the new Glasgow University. An addition is 
also announced to the list of benefactions conferred 
by the Marquis on the town of Cardiff; his lordship 
has just relieved the hospital ship Hamadryad from 
a debt of upwards of £1000. 


—— From the annual report of the Belfast Branch 
of the Royal Medical Benevolent Fund Society*of 
Ireland, we find that £830 was distributed this year 
among 89 applicants: 11 were medical men, 67 
widows of medical men, and 11 children of practition- 
ers. The largest grant was £25; the lowest, £5. 
Among the list of donations to the Society was one 
of £375 by Dr. T. H. Purdon, of Belfast. 


Relapsing Fever. 

The Metropolitan Board of Health of New York, 
has deemed it necessary to promulgate the follow- 
ing ordinance concerning relapsing fever, which has 
not been seen and known before in that city. Great 
importance is attached to the prompt and general 
compliance with the requirements of this ordinance, 
because the infectious malady to which it relates 
can be prevented from spreading if all the poor 
people who suffer from it and all tenements in which 
it prevails are reported without delay to the Board 
of Health for the sanitary care that is required. The 
following is a copy of the ordinance : 

“It is hardly declared to be an additional ordi- 
nance of this Board, that the disease known as the 
Relapsing Fever is hereby declared to be a disease of 
a contagious or infectious nature, within the mean- 
ing of the 19th Section of the Ordinances of this 
Board, and that the same reports are required to be 
made in respect to said disease as are required rela- 
tive to any disease mentioned in said section.” 

Dr. Harris, the Sanitary Superintendent, in speak- 
ing of the fever, says that in the investigation of the 
first 150 cases that have been made known in New 

York the following facts appear: First, that nearly 
all of this number of sick persons who have received 
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treatment at home have received only casual visits | OBITUARY. 


from a physician, being charity patients; sec- | oe Aenean Connex. 


ond, that with few exceptions the attending phy- 
sicians in such treatment have regarded and men- 
tioned these patients as being sick with remittent 
fever or with a typhoid fever (without the usual 
eruption and bowel symptoms), and with accidental 
relapse of the disease before final recovery; third, 
that the fever has not thus far spread throughout the 
various families of any tenement-house, but has 
been confined strictly to single families and such 
groups of persons and families as have been directly 
exposed in the sick room or to the unwashed cloth- 
ing of the sick. 


— The following card is published by a philo- 
sophical Down East surgeon : 

“Dr. Banks would be pleased to have a call from 
the unknown individual who ran him down in the 
darkness of the evening of Monday, 24th inst., up- 
setting his gig, precipitating him upon the ground, 
causing his horse to run away with the upset vehi- 
cle and badly damaging it. The Doctor feels so 
grateful for his almost miraculous escape from 
death, that he is desirous of making the acquaint- 
ance of the stranger and soliciting the privilege of 
attending him in any sickness which may require 
professional services.” 


——A new variety of cinchona, yielding a larger 
percentage of quinia than any species yet analyzed, 
has been discovered by the quinologist to the Madras 
government. 

ee 


QUERIES AND REPLIES. 


Messrs. Eps:- I wish to make inquiries of your many 
intelligent readers, about the best method to expel or de- 
stroy worms; and especially the tape worm. I ama 
young practitioner, and have had many cases of worms 
troubling children, and have tried nearly everything 
which I find recommended in Condie, Wood and many 
other authors, and as yet, I have never brought away any 
worms. J. W. C. 

Answer.—Perhaps there were no worms to bring away. 
We have found santonine the most effectual vermifuge 
for the lumbricoid worm. Try the pumpkin seed for 
tape worm, though children are seldom troubled with that 
species of worm. See an article on worms, in the HaLr- 
YEARLY COMPENDIUM for January, 


Woman’s Medical College. 

Dr. Z. E. B., of Mich —* Isthe Woman’s Medical Col- 
lege of Pennsylvania a legitimate organization °” 

Answer.—It is. 

The Eye. 

Dr. J. B., of Pa—* What work on the eye is the best ?” 

Answer.—Their name is legion. For injuries of the eye, 
we recommend Lawson; for anatomy and physiology, 
Metz (2.50); and for diseases, Laurence & Moon. We 
ean send you any, or all of these. 

Dr. S. L. J.,0f Mich—We cannot furnish the numbers 
you wish except we send the whole volume. 

Dr. G. F. F., of N. J—We do not know where the Adi- 
rondac Spring Water can be obtained, but presume you 
could order it through any New York druggist. 








Dr. Corron was born at Plymouth, Mass., on the 7th 
of October, 1788, and entered Harvard College at an ear} 
age, in fact he uated from this college in 1808, aged 
20 years. He then studied medicine under Dr. Jauzs 
THATCHER, of Plymouth, Mass. In 1812, he entered the U. 
S. Navy assurgeon. Served Yr - the war and resign- 
ed in 1823. During his term in the navy he served on 
board the Constitution and Hornet, and was on board the 
latter vessel at the time of her engagement with the Peg- 
cock. He was on the former vessel when she conveyed 
our minister, Mr. Jay, to France. After performing the 
usual amount of sea-service he was stationed at the 
Charlestown Navy Yard,and afterwards had charge of 
the Naval Hospital in this city. This wasin 1817, and it 
was then that he married Mary, eldest daughter of the 
late Capt. SterHEN T. NoRTHAM, by whom he had four- 
teen children, seven of whom are still living. Since his 
resignation as — in the Navy, he has continued 
the practice of medicine in Newport, R. I. 

The Doctor, while the Hornet was engaged with the Pea- 
cock, was naturally desirous of witnessing the result ofthe 
engagement while his duties allowed, and often exposed 
himself to the shotof the enemy BAINBRIDGE, know- 
ing the value of his services, remonstrated with him for 
thus exposing himself, and finally threatened to place 
him under arrest if he did not keep below the water-line, 

Dr. Corron was a member of the Masonic Order, of 
the Rhode Island Historical Society and of Trin 
Church. He died in the early part of the present month. 


MARRIED. 


CARTER—WELLINGTON.—At_ Churchill, Kansas, by 
Rev. Geo. P. Van Wyck, Captain Mason Carter, of the 
United States Army, (Augusta, Ga.,) and Miss Lucy, 
Geughter ot Oliver H. Wellington, M. D., of the former 
place. 


Hiceins—WatTkKINS.—Feb. 3, at the residence of the 
bride’s parents, by the Rev. E. H. Chapin, R. Lacey 
Higgins, M. D., of South Norwalk, Conn., and Mary E., 
daughter of James Y. Watkins, Esq., of New York. 


KNIGHT—SovuTu.—January 27th, in Philadeiphia, by 
the Rev. J. L. Withrow, Dr. William L. Knight and Miss 


| H. Louisa South, all of this city. 


DIED. 


Coox—At his residence, at Selma, Clark county, Ohio, 
January 30th, of disease of the heart, Dr. Jesse W. Cook, 
in the 69th year of his age. 


Erwiy.—In Indianola, Iowa, January 30th, Mrs. Dr. 
,- Erwin, late of Warren county, Ohio, on her 64th birth- 
ay. 

PURCELL.—On Friday evening, February 4th, 1870, at 
670 Second avenue, New York, of Pthisis, Mary Teresa, 
wife of Dr. William J. Purcell, and oldest daughter of 
the late Joseph Beecham, Esq., of Kome, N. Y. 


TROWBRIDGE.—At Tom’s River.’ N. J., Lewis — 
Trowbridge, aged 17 years, 5 months, son of Dr. J. L. 
C. E. Trowbridge. 
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